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LEARNING COMMUNITY OF DOUGLAS AND SARPY COUNTIES 

2023-2024 DIVERSITY PLAN 

 
GOAL: The goal of the diversity plan is to annually increase the socioeconomic diversity of 

enrollment at each grade level in each school building within the learning community 
until such enrollment reflects the average socioeconomic diversity of the entire 
enrollment of the learning community. 

 
 

STRATEGY 1: Monitor the option enrollment process to be utilized by the eleven-member 
school districts of the Learning Community of Douglas and Sarpy Counties (Learning 
Community) in accepting option enrollment applicants. 

 

a. Maintain procedures and criteria by which each member school district shall establish 
a maximum capacity for each school building within the Learning Community. 

 

i. Facilities, staff and programs are the general factors recognized in determining a 
maximum capacity of a school building. Growth issues are considered through 
recognition of member school district policies pertaining to instructional staff, class size 
and unassigned instructional space. Specific criteria consistent with the general factors 
are set forth in the Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet Instructions (ATTACHMENT A). 

 

ii. Adopt the Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet (ATTACHMENT B) for use by member 
school districts, which sets forth the specific criteria and procedures by which member 
school districts identify a maximum capacity for each school building. 

 
(1) The Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet includes school building data sheets for 
elementary, middle and high school buildings and directions and definitions for 
use by the member school district as it completes the applicable school building 
data sheet. 

 

(2) The column titled "Enrollment Capacity" on the school building data sheet 
identifies the maximum capacity for the designated school building for the 
upcoming school year. Space will be provided to note unique circumstances 
having an impact on enrollment capacity. 

 
(3) The Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet for each school building shall be signed 
and dated by an authorized representative of the member school district before it 
is submitted to the Learning Community. 

 

(4) Provide procedures and definitions specific to elementary, middle and high 
school buildings by which member school districts will identify a maximum 
capacity number for each school building. 

 

(a) Elementary Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet includes: 
 

(i) Enrollment capacity is a function of the number of assigned 
grade level classrooms and allowable class size. 
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(ii) Building capacity in elementary schools includes grade level 
capacity. 

 

(iii) Rooms utilized for resource, supplemental instruction or 
specialized curriculum instruction does not add to building 
capacity. 

 

(iv) Rooms utilized for special education needs when service is 
provided to students for the majority of their school day are 
included as capacity generating spaces. 

 

(v) Projected enrollment cells for one year and five- y e a r  
projections are provided. The five-year projection column is 
optional based on a member school district's projection capability. 

 

(b) Middle School Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet includes: 
 

(i) Middle school facilities have middle school team 
configurations. The educational program in a teamed middle 
school is typically a combination of core curriculum instruction in 
combination with exploratory or elective course offerings. 

 

(ii) Enrollment capacity is a function of the number of assigned 
classrooms and core curriculum teams, allowable class size and 
scheduled teaching periods for instruction. 

 

(iii) Building capacity in middle schools includes grade level 
capacity. 

 

(iv) Rooms utilized for special education needs when service is 
provided to students for the majority of their school day are 
included as capacity generating spaces. 

 

(v) Rooms utilized for resource, supplemental instruction or 
specialized curriculum instruction do not add to building capacity. 

 

(vi) Projected enrollment cells for one year and three- ye ar  
projections are provided. The three- y e a r  projection column 
is optional based on a member school district's projection 
capability. 

 

(c) High School Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet includes: 
 

(i) Enrollment capacity for high schools and buildings utilized as 
combined junior/senior high schools is a function of the number 
and assigned use of classrooms, average classroom enrollment 
and the number of class periods each day the room is scheduled 
for instruction. 
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(ii) Rooms utilized for special education programs are considered 
capacity generating spaces if they are utilized as a regularly 
scheduled classroom. 

 

(iii) Computer labs, media centers, gymnasium areas and other 
special function areas are considered capacity generating spaces 
if they are utilized for an instructional function for the majority of 
the school day. 

 

(iv) Projected enrollment cells for one year and three-year 
projections are provided. The three- y e a r  projection column is 
optional based on a member school district's projection capability. 

 
b. Identify the order of intake for Option Enrollment 

 
i. Open enrollment option student means a student who resides in a school district that 
is a member of a learning community, attended a school building in another school 
district in such learning community as an open enrollment student pursuant to § 79- 
2110, and attends such school building as an option student in a school year after the 
2016-2017 school year. 

 

ii. Each student attending a school building outside of the resident school district as an 
open enrollment student pursuant to § 79-2110 for any part of school year 2016-2017 
shall be automatically approved as an open enrollment option student beginning with 
school year 2017-2018 and allowed to continue attending such school building as an 
option student without submitting an additional  application unless the student has 
completed the grades offered in such school building or has been expelled and is 
disqualified pursuant to § 79-266.01. Except as provided in § 79-2110(3) for students 
attending a focus  school, focus program, or  magnet school, approval as an open 
enrollment option student does not permit the student to attend another school building 
within the option school district unless an application meeting the requirements 
prescribed in § 79-237 is approved by the school board of the option school district. 
Upon approval of an application meeting the requirements prescribed in § 79-237, a 
student previously enrolled as an option enrollment student in the option school district 
shall be treated as an option student of the option school district without regard for his or 
her former status as an open enrollment student. Except as otherwise provided in § 79- 
235.01 and §§ 79-234, 79-235, 79-237, and 79-238 and 79-2110(3), open enrollment 
option students shall be treated as option students of the option school district. 

 
iii. First priority for enrollment is given to siblings of option students enrolled in the option 
school district. 

 

iv. Second priority is given to students who have previously been enrolled in the option 
school district as an open enrollment student 

 

v. Third priority is given to students who contribute to the socioeconomic diversity of 
such school building to which the student will be assigned pursuant to § 79-235. 
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(1) For purposes of the enrollment option program, a student who contributes to 
the socioeconomic diversity of enrollment at a school building within a learning 
community means: 

 

(a) A student who does not qualify for free or reduced-price lunches 
when, based upon the certification pursuant to § 79-2120, the school 
building the student will be assigned to attend either has more students 
qualifying for free or reduced-price lunches than the average percentage 
of such students in all school buildings in the learning community or 
provides free meals to all students pursuant to the community eligibility 
provision; or 

 

(b) A student who qualifies for free or reduced-price lunches based on 
information collected voluntarily from parents and guardians pursuant to § 
79-237 when, based upon the certification pursuant to § 79-2120, the 
school building the student will be assigned to attend has fewer students 
qualifying for free or reduced-price lunches than the average percentage 
of such students in all school buildings in the learning community and 
does not provide free meals to all students pursuant to the community 
eligibility provision. 

 

vi. Fourth priority is given to students who reside in the Learning Community. 
 

vii. The option school district shall not be required to accept a student meeting the 
priority criteria above if the district is at capacity as determined above except as 
provided in § 79-240 or in the case of open enrollment option students. 

 
c. Maintain consistent selection and operational guidelines for Option Enrollment. 

 

i. For focus schools and focus programs established through the Learning Community: 
 

(1) Enrollment in each focus school or focus program shall be designed to reflect 
the socioeconomic diversity of the Learning Community as a whole . §79-2110(3). 

 

(2) Selection of students for focus schools or focus programs shall be on a 
random basis from two pools of applicants: students who qualify for free or 
reduced-price lunch and students who do not qualify for free or reduced-price 
lunch. 

 

(3) If, after selection of students for a focus school or focus program in 
accordance with this Strategy 1.c. is completed, capacity remains in a focus 
school or focus program, the member school district which operates said focus 
school or focus program shall randomly select applicants up to the remaining 
capacity of the focus school building or focus program or until all applications 
have been processed. 

 
ii. Acceptance or rejection of an application by a member school district shall be in 
accordance with the procedures and criteria set forth in §79-238. 

 

d. Educate member school districts on Option Enrollment transportation requirements. 
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i. Except as otherwise provided below, the parent or legal guardian of the option student 
shall be responsible for the required transportation of the option student. A school 
district may, upon mutual agreement with the parent or legal guardian, provide 
transportation to the option student on the same basis as provided for resident students. 
The school district may charge the parents of each option student transported a fee 
sufficient to recover the additional costs of such transportation. 

 
ii. For open enrollment option students who received free transportation for school year 

2016-2017 pursuant to § 79-611(2), the school board of the option school district shall 
continue to provide free transportation for the duration of the student's status as an open 
enrollment option student or for the duration of the student's enrollment in a pathway 
pursuant to 79-2110(3) unless the student relocates to a school district that would have 
prevented the student from qualifying for free transportation for the 2016-2017 school 

year pursuant to § 79-611(2). 
 

iii. Option students who qualify for free lunches shall be eligible for either free 
transportation or transportation reimbursement as described in § 79-611 from the option 
school district pursuant to policies established by the school district. 

 
iv. Option students who are verified as having a disability as defined in § 79-1118.01, 
the transportation services set forth in § 79-1129 shall be provided by the resident 
school district (which shall be reimbursed by the State Department of Education). 

 

STRATEGY 2: Adhere, c o m m u n i c a t e , m o n i t o r  and  respond to compliance of  
procedural deadlines established by the Learning Community Diversity Plan and deadlines 
noted in statute: 

 

a. Deadlines are as follows: 
 

i. On or before February 15th - 
 

(1) Deadline for requests from parents/legal guardians of students who will 
complete the grades offered at a school building outside their attendance area 
prior to the following school year to provide notice to the school board of the 
member school district containing such school building if such student will apply 
to enroll as an option student in another school building within such district and 
which school building such student would prefer to attend. (§ 79-2110). 

 

ii. On or before March 1st - 
 

(1) Deadline for member school districts to provide notice to parents/legal 
guardians stating which school building or buildings the student shall be allowed 
to attend in such member school district as a continuing student or an option 
student for the following school year. If the student resides within the member 
school district, the notice shall include the school building offering the grade the 
student will be entering for the following school year in the attendance area 
where the student resides. This deadline does not apply to focus schools or 
programs. (§ 79-2110). 

 
(2) Deadline for member school districts to complete and submit an Enrollment 
Capacity Data Worksheet for each school building in said district to the Learning 
Community Coordinating Council, reporting the maximum capacity and total 
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projected enrollment, including intra-district transfers, if any, before Option 

Enrollment for such school building for the following school year. 

 

iii. September 1 - March 15th 
 

(1) Window for completion and submission to member school district of Option 

Enrollment application by parents/legal guardians/emancipated m ino r s  

requesting to begin attendance as an option student in an option school district. 

 

(a) Applications received after March 15 shall contain a release of 

approval from the resident school district on the application f o r m  

prescribed and furnished by the state Department of Education. 

 

(b) The Option School district shall provide the resident school district with 
the name of the applicant on or before April 1 or (if submitted after March 

15, within 60 days thereafter) (§ 79-237). 
 

iv. On or before April 1st (or if the application is submitted after March 15, within 60 

days thereafter)- 
 

(1) Deadline for member school districts to accept or reject Option Enrollment 

applications. (§ 79-237). 
 

b. Unless otherwise indicated, compliance with a deadline shall be achieved by either a 
postmark by the deadline date or by personal delivery to the required recipient by 4:00 
p.m. on the deadline date set forth in Strategy 2.a. When applications are submitted after 
the March 15th deadline, both school districts may upon mutual agreement waive 
deadlines. 

 

c. Communicate with member school district superintendents the deadlines established 
by statute and by the Learning Community Diversity Plan and the compliance 
expectations. 

 
STRATEGY 3:  Explore focus and magnet schools, programs and pathways. 

 

a. Gather information from each Achievement Subcouncil to identify and describe focus 
and magnet schools, programs and pathways currently available. 

 

i. Make this information available to the public. 

 
ii. Learning Community approved focus programs, focus schools, magnet schools, and 

pathways shall be as described in §79-769. 
 

b. Research unmet and high demand/interest program needs within the Learning 
Community. 

 
i. Learning Community may develop and conduct a Community Survey to gather 

information regarding standard baseline questions that impact decisions regarding focus 

schools, programs and pathways. 
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(1) Learning Community will engage an established survey company to develop 

and conduct Community Surveys through a variety of methodologies, which may 

include focus groups as determined necessary, to maintain data reflective of 

current community interests, needs and socioeconomic  demographics. 

 

(2) Such survey will gauge unmet and high demand/interest program needs 

within the Learning Community. 

 

(3) The survey may include families, business community, institutions of higher 

education and other identified groups in the process. 

 
(4) Surveys results will be able to be grouped and sorted by Subcouncil District 

so as to inform Achievement Subcouncils of interests and needs related to focus 

schools, focus programs and magnet schools within their geographic area as 

related to Strategy 2.g. 

 

(5) Survey results shall be reported to the Learning Community Coordinating 

Council, member school districts and the general public. 

 

(6) Member school districts may conduct additional surveys around a specific 

proposal for a Learning Community approved focus school, focus program, or 

pathway. 

 

ii. Collect data regarding waiting lists for current programmatic offerings with limited 

capacity, including number of students on waiting list and where (geographically) the 

highest demand for specific programs exists. 
 

iii. Work with member school districts to identify high demand programs and expand same 

into member school districts where high interest is demonstrated. 
 

c. Maintain a process to work with member school districts interested in opening a 
Learning Community approved focus school or focus program (Focus School/Program) 
or pathway. 

 

i. Establish and maintain criteria and processes for review, consideration and action on 

a proposal for a new Focus School/Program (Focus Proposal) submitted to the Learning 

Community, either individually or in collaboration. 

 

(1)  Overview of process for Focus Proposals that include a request for funding 
through the Learning Community Capital Project Levy (Focus Proposal). 

 

(a) Provide a timeline and submission process to member school district 

interested in submitting a Focus Proposal (ATTACHMENT  C). Submission 

process includes the following steps: 

 

(i) Interested member school district submits a Letter of Intent to 

Learning Community. 

 

1) Letter of Intent should be sent after a member school 
district’s Board  of  Education  has taken  official  action  to 
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approve the member school district's request to move 
forward with submitting a Focus Proposal and shall certify 
such action was taken by the Board of Education. 

 

2) Letter of Intent shall be a summary and sample of the 
information provided to the member school district's Board 
of Education in their action to approve submission of the 
Focus Proposal and shall include such information as: 

 

a) Description of concept. 
 

b) Why the concept was chosen. 
 

c) How concept contributes to socioeconomic 
diversity and closing the student achievement gap. 

 

d) Letter of Intent shall include an invitation for 
the Learning Community's Elementary Learning 
and Diversity Subcommittee (ELD) to appoint a 
subcommittee member to be an informational 
member of the member school district's committee 
working on the Focus Proposal. 

 

ii. When possible, the ELD shall appoint a member from the Subcommittee who 
represents a Subcouncil District which contains the member school district submitting 
the Focus Proposal. ELD member's responsibilities include: 

 

(1)  Providing information relating to Focus School/Program statutes. 
 

(2)  Providing progress updates on the Focus Proposal to the ELD and Learning 
Community Coordinating Council meetings; provided, however, that member 
school district information which is not within the public domain shall not be 
disclosed at a Learning Community Coordinating Council meeting. 

 

iii. Member school district shall present its Focus Proposal to ELD no later than the June 
30th of the year preceding the budget year during which the member school district 
wants its Focus Proposal to begin receiving Capital Project Levy proceeds. 

 
iv. Focus School Proposal shall be submitted to the Advisory Committee in accordance 

to § 79-2104.01 no later than July 3 1 s t  of the year preceding the budget year 
during which the member school district wants to begin receiving Capital Project Levy 
proceeds. 

 

v. ELD will recommend approval or disapproval of Focus Proposals to the Learning 
Community Coordinating Council no later than the August 31st of the year preceding the 
budget year during which the member school district wants to begin receiving Capital 
Project Levy proceeds. 

 

vi. A member school district shall make a formal presentation of its Focus Proposal to 
the Learning Community Coordinating Council in conjunction with the ELD 
recommendation no later than the August 31st of the year preceding the budget year 
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h 

during which the member school district wants to begin receiving Capital Project Levy 
proceeds. 

 

vii. The ELD recommendation on a Focus Proposal will be presented as an action item 
for the Learning Community Coordinating Council, no later than the September 30st

 prior

to the budget year during which the member school district wants to begin receiving 
Capital Project Levy proceeds. 

 

viii. Capital Project Levy approval, if any, shall be contingent on the member school 
district's demonstrating the ability to generate. its portion of the needed funding both for 
capital project funding needs and operations by the June 1st prior to the next September 
1st budget adoption deadline and reaching a binding agreement with the Learning 
Community pursuant to which the district agrees to conform to the terms of Neb. Rev. 
Stat. §79-2111 and all other applicable statutes. 

 
d. Overview of process for Focus Proposals that do not include a request for funding 
through the Learning Community Capital Project Levy. 

 

i. Provide a timeline and submission process to member school district interested in 
submitting a Focus Proposal (ATTACHMENT C). Submission process includes the 
following steps: 

 
(1) Interested member school district submits a Letter of Intent to Learning 
Community. 

 

(2) Letter of Intent should be sent after a member school district's Board of 
Education has taken official action to approve the member school district's 
request to move forward with submitting a Focus Proposal and shall certify such 
action was taken by the Board of Education. 

 

(a) Letter of Intent shall be a summary and sample of the information 
provided to the member school district's Board of Education in their action 
to approve submission of the Focus Proposal and shall include such 
information as: 

 

(i) Description of concept. 
 

(ii) Why the concept was chosen. 
 

(iii) How concept contributes to socioeconomic diversity and 
closing the student achievement gap. 

 
(iv) Letter of Intent shall include an invitation for the Learning 
Community's ELD to appoint a subcommittee member to be an 
informational member of the member school district's committee 
working on the Focus Proposal. 

 

(b) When possible, the ELD shall appoint a member from the 
Subcommittee who also represents a Subcouncil District which contains 
the member school district submitting the Focus Proposal. ELD member's 
responsibilities include: 
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(i) Providing information relating to Focus School/Program 
statutes. 

 

(ii) Providing progress updates on the Focus Proposal to the ELD 
and Learning Community Coordinating Council meetings; 
provided, however, that member school district information which 
is not within the public domain shall not be disclosed at a Learning 
Community Coordinating Council meeting. 

 

(c) Member school district shall present its Focus Proposal to ELD no 
later than the July 31st of the calendar year preceding the academic year 
during which the member school district intends to commence Focus 
School/Program operations. 

 

(d) Focus School Proposal shall be submitted to the Advisory Committee 
in accordance to § 79-2104.01 no later than August 31st of the calendar 
year preceding the academic year during which the member school 
district intends to commence Focus School/Program operations. 

 

(e) ELD will recommend approval or disapproval of Focus Proposals to 
the Learning Community Coordinating Council no later than the August 
31st of the calendar year preceding the academic year during which the 
member school district intends to commence Focus School/Program 
operations. 

 

(f) A member school district shall make a formal presentation of its Focus 
Proposal to the Learning Community Coordinating Council in conjunction 
with the ELD recommendation no later  than the August 31st of  the 
calendar year preceding the academic year during which the member 
school district intends to commence Focus School/Program operations. 

 

(g) The ELD recommendation on a Focus Proposal will be presented as 
an action item for the Learning Community no later than the September 
30th of the calendar year preceding the academic year during which the 
member school district intends to commence Focus School/Program 
operations. 

 

ii. A  Focus Proposal shall include, but not be limited to, the following  details and 
information: 

 

(1) Data demonstrating strong community support and interest in the Focus 
Proposal including its appeal to a socioeconomically diverse student population. 

 

(2) A budget detailing: 
 

(a) The projected five (5) year operating budget and description of 
funding sources . 

 

{b) If a Focus Proposal requesting Capital Project Levy support, details 
regarding such Capital Project Levy request including the estimated 
capital expenditure budget and how this budget was created. 
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(3) A detailed timeline of the Focus Proposal from development to opening of 
facilities. 

 

(4) A detailed description of the Focus Proposal's sustainability plan. 
 

(5) Whether member school district will consider payment of Capital Project Levy 
monies over multiple budget cycles. 

 
iii. Funding formula for the Focus Proposal including funding sources the member 
school district will be pursuing for its portion of any capital project expenditures. 

 

(1) Note:     member school district needs to take into consideration that funds to 
be provided under an adopted budget are not primarily realized until the 
following April and August and note in their funding formula how this issue will be 
addressed. 

 

iv. A description of the facility location and how the location will enhance participation in 
the Focus Proposal. 

 

v. A description of potential partners in the Focus Proposal, such as other school district 
partners, business community, college or university. 

 

vi. A proposed ten (10) year operating plan which shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following information: 

 

(1) Curriculum framework 
 

(2) Goals for reducing achievement gap 
 

(3) Goals for increasing socioeconomic diversity 
 

(4) Enrollment Projections 
 

(5) Personnel needs and training 
 

(6) Potential partnerships 
 

(7) Accreditation Plan 
 

vii. Vision of the pathway potential of the Focus Proposal if appropriate. 
 

(1) If the Focus Proposal begins at the high school level, member school district 
shall address how they will prepare potential students for the goals and 
objectives of the Focus Proposal. 

 

viii. Marketing plan details of member school district's Focus Proposal including, but not 
limited to, member school district's outreach strategy to a diverse socioeconomic student 
population and marketing plan budget. 

 

ix. Evaluation plan of Focus Proposal. 
 

x. The number of students the Focus Proposal is targeting to serve. 
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xi. A description of how the member school district will comply with all statutes related to 

Focus Schools/Programs including, but not limited to, the following: 

 

(1) §77-3442 (2)(h) 
 

(2) §79-1007.05 

 
(3) §79-2104 (6) & (7) 

 
(4) §79-2110 (3) 

 
(5) §79-2111 (1) 

 
(6) §79-611 

 

e. Establish and maintain criteria and processes for review, consideration and action on 
proposals submitted by member school districts to have an existing school or program 
recognized as a Learning Community Focus School/Program (District Focus 
School/Program). 

 
i. Overview of process for District Focus Proposal. 

 
(1) Submission process includes the following steps: 

 
(a) Member school districts submitting District Focus Proposal that 

include a request for funding through the Learning Community Capital 

Project Levy shall follow the process as laid out in Strategy 3.c. 

 

(b) Member school districts submitting District Focus Proposal that does 

not include a request for funding through the Learning Community Capital 

Project Levy shall follow the process as laid out in Strategy 3.d. 

 

(2) Additionally, such District Focus School/Program Proposals shall include: 

 
(a) History of District Focus School/Program. 

 
(b) How District Focus School/Program contributes to socioeconomic 

diversity and closing the student achievement gap. 
 

(c) Description of the capacity of the District Focus School/Program to 

expand and meet the socioeconomic diversity goals as described in §79- 

2110. 
 

(d) A description of how the member school district will comply with all 

statutes related to Focus Schools/Programs including, but not limited to, 

the following: 

 

(i) §77-3442 (2)(h) 

(ii) §79-1007.05 

(iii) §79-2104 (6) & (7) 
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(iv)  §79-2110 (3) 
 

(v) §79-2111 (1) 

(vi) §79-611 

f. Promote a collaborative approach between Learning Community member school 
districts and other sectors of the community to develop focus or magnet schools, programs 
or pathways. 

 

g. Gather data annually regarding socioeconomic diversity. This data shall be provided 
to the Learning Community Coordinating Council consistent with state and federal privacy 
regulations for all member school districts and to Achievement Subcouncils for those 
member school districts or buildings within their geographic area. Diversity Plan reports 
are to reflect the diversity needs of each Achievement Subcouncil and of the Learning 
Community as a whole. 

 

i. Member School District Reports include: 
 

(1) § 79-201 (5) - Truancy Report. 
 

(2) § 7 9 -527 -   Dropouts;  long-term  suspension,  expulsion,  or  excessive 
absenteeism; contact with law enforcement officials. 

 

(3) § 79-1013 (1) and § 79-1014 (1) - LEP/Poverty Plans. 
 

(4) Other data as requested. 
 

ii. Nebraska Department of Education Reports include: 
 

(1) § 79-528 (2) - End of the School Year Annual Statistical Summary Report. 
 

(2) § 79-528 (4) - Fall Membership Report. 
 

(3) § 79-528 (3) - Annual Financial Data. 
 

iii. Connect socioeconomic diversity data to student achievement data and monitor and 
report how increased socioeconomic diversity is impacting student achievement. 

 

h. Respond to the data gathered and prepare reports for the Learning Community 
Coordinating Council and on or before January 1st to the Education Committee of the 
Nebraska State Legislature. (§79-2104.02 and §79-21 18). 

 

STRATEGY 4: Exercise ongoing oversight, administration, evaluation and modification, as 
necessary, of the Diversity Plan. 

 

a. Continuing administration and oversight of the Diversity Plan and the implementation 

thereof by the member school districts. 
 

i. Utilize the ELD subcommittee of the Learning Community Coordinating Council to 
implement Strategy 4. Consider the creation of one or more advisory committees to the 
subcommittee that may include non-council members and representatives of various 
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interest groups and organizations such as, but not limited to parents, teachers, business 

community representation. 
 

ii. Seek input from the Advisory Committee in accordance with §79-2104.01 regarding 

issues related to Option Enrollment, Community Achievement Plan (CAP), focus schools 

and programs, and other such items related to the Diversity Plan as requested. 

 

b. Evaluate the reports provided to the Learning Community by member school districts 
and the Nebraska Department of Education. 

 

c. Hold public forums addressing the Learning Community Diversity Plan. 
 

i. Each Achievement Subcouncil shall at least annually hold a forum to address special 

diversity needs of its community and report findings to the Learning Community 

Coordinating Council or a designated subcommittee. 
 

d. Evaluate the Diversity Plan and identify modifications or revisions thereto to achieve 
the Goal. 

 

i. Establish a process for Achievement Subcouncils to provide ongoing input regarding 

provisions relating to each Achievement Subcouncil district. 

 

ii. Identify and work with the Legislation Subcommittee to pursue legislation necessary 

to achieve the Goal. 
 

e. Continue to research and evaluate programs and services relating to increasing 
socioeconomic diversity offered by member school districts and other Nebraska school 
districts as well as potential models operating in other regions nationwide. 

 

f. Report on the progress of the Diversity Plan to the general public and other required 
and involved entities. 
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LEARNING COMMUNITY OF DOUGLAS AND SARPY COUNTIES 

2023-2024 DIVERSITY PLAN 

 
 
79-2118. Diversity plan; contents; approval; report. 
(1) Each learning community, together with its member school districts, shall develop a 
diversity plan to provide educational opportunities pursuant to sections 79-769 and 79-
2110 in each subcouncil district designed to attract students from diverse backgrounds, 
which plan may be revised from time to time. The initial diversity plan shall be completed 
by December 31 of the year the initial learning community coordinating council for the 
learning community takes office. The goal of the diversity plan shall be to increase the 
socioeconomic diversity of enrollment at each grade level in each school building within 
the learning community.  
 
(2) Each diversity plan for a learning community shall include specific provisions relating 
to each subcouncil district within such learning community. The specific provisions 
relating to each subcouncil district shall be approved by both the achievement 
subcouncil for such district and by the learning community coordinating council. 
 
(3) The learning community coordinating council shall report electronically to the 
Education Committee of the Legislature on or before February 1 of each odd-numbered 
year on the diversity and changes in diversity at each grade level in each school building 
within the learning community and on the academic achievement for different 
demographic groups in each school building within the learning community. 
 
Source: Laws 2007, LB641, § 51; Laws 2008, LB1154, § 26; Laws 2009, LB392, § 19; 
Laws 2012, LB782, § 163; Laws 2013, LB410, § 16. 

 
 



 

 
 

Attachment A 

 

ENROLLMENT  CAPACITY  DATA SHEET  INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The following instructions are applicable to the Enrollment Capacity Data Sheets for Elementary, Middle School and High School 
buildings: 

 

1. All bordered data sheet cells are editable. If available, data are to be provided in all bordered cells on the data sheet for each 
school building. 

 

2. For purposes of the Enrollment Capacity Data Sheets, the following definitions apply: 
 

a. A "Classroom" is a room or area having adequate space, facilities and assigned teaching staff scheduled to serve an 
intended instructional function. 

 

b. "Allowable Class Size" is the maximum allowable classroom enrollment in an elementary or middle school building as 
determined by Member School District policy. 

 

c. "Average Classroom Enrollment" is the average classroom enrollment for each designated instructional function in a 

classroom in a high school building.  Average Classroom Enrollment may vary with each capacity generating space. 

Science, for example, may have a lower average classroom enrollment than other core curriculum classrooms if 

specialized science course offerings serving a limited number of students are included in the curriculum. 
 

d. "Teaching Periods per Day" for a middle school building is the number of teaching periods scheduled into each core 

curriculum classroom during the school day.    Middle school room utilization for core curriculum classrooms will typically 

be five periods in a seven- p e r i o d  schedule or six periods in an eight- p e r i o d  schedule. 
 

e. The "Room Utilization Factor" for a high school building is expressed as a percentage of the number of teaching periods 

to be scheduled into a classroom divided by the total number of scheduling periods in the school day.  For example, a 
high school classroom utilized for seven periods in an eight-pe r iod  day has a Room Utilization Factor of 87.5%.  

Likewise, in a four- p e r i o d  block schedule configuration, a classroom utilized for seven periods over two days has a 

Room Utilization 
Factor of 87.5%. The Room Utilization Factor may vary with different areas of the curriculum. Science Labs, for example, 

may be scheduled for 100% utilization while music rehearsal rooms may be scheduled for 50% utilization. 
 

f. "Capacity Generating Space" includes classrooms and, for high school buildings, rooms or areas utilized for full class 

periods for the majority of the regularly scheduled school day. 



 

 

g. An "Unassigned Instructional Area" is a room or area that could be utilized as a capacity generating space if it had 

assigned teaching staff.  An Unassigned Instructional Area includes a room or area planned to accommodate future 

enrollment growth. 
 

h. A "Non-Capacity Generating Space" in an elementary school or middle school is a room or area used for resource or 

supplemental instruction or for specialized curriculum instruction or activities. A "Non-Capacity Generating Space" in a 

high school is a room or area that is not regularly scheduled for student use during the school day. 
 

i. A "Special Education Classroom" is a classroom utilized for various special education programs offered in the school 

building. In an elementary school or middle school, a special education classroom is counted as a capacity generating 

space when it is occupied by students for the majority of their school day. In a high school a special education classroom 

is counted as a capacity generating space when it is utilized as a regularly scheduled classroom. 
 

j. A "Resource Room" is a room or area utilized for various resource or supplemental instructional programs. Resource 
rooms are not included as capacity generating spaces in elementary or middle school buildings. A resource room shall be 

counted as capacity generating space in high school buildings when it is utilized as a regularly scheduled classroom. 
 

k. High school "General Classrooms" are classrooms utilized for core curriculum course offerings, other than Science, 

assigned to a teacher or department. 
 

I. A "Temporary Classroom" is a portable structure located on the school site or a multi-purpose room or area which the 

Member School District currently uses as a classroom but does not intend to use for instructional functions throughout the 
five year projected enrollment period for an elementary school building or the three year projected enrollment period for a 

middle or high school building. The inclusion of a Temporary Classroom as a capacity generating space is at the 
discretion of the Member School District. If a Temporary Classroom is included as a capacity generating space the 

assigned classroom space shall be included in the classroom count for the applicable grade level or classroom function. 
A portable structure located on the school site or a multi-purpose room or area which the Member School District currently 

uses as a classroom and plans to utilize for instructional functions throughout the five year projected enrollment period for 

an elementary school building or the three year projected enrollment period for a middle or high school building is not a 

Temporary Classroom and shall be included as a capacity generating space.  Temporary Classrooms shall be specifically 

identified by room number or other designation used by the Member School District. 
 

3. The grade level designation or assigned use of a classroom should be based upon the anticipated room utilization for the 2021- 

2022 school year. 
 

4. Space is provided to identify additional rooms or areas other than the indicated instructional functions as either capacity 

generating or non-capacity generating spaces. 



 

 
 

5. All rooms or areas which are utilized for instruction must be identified on the Enrollment Capacity Data Worksheet. A room or 

area should be counted only once. 
 

6. Unique circumstances having an impact on enrollment capacity should be noted in the "Comments" section. 
 

7. "Projected Enrollment" is the anticipated enrollment in the school building before Option Enrollment based upon current and 
future enrollment projection data available to the Member School District. Projected enrollment data is required for the 2023- 
2024 school year.  Projected enrollment data on the Elementary Worksheet for school year 2027-2028 and on the Middle School 

and High School Worksheets for school year 2023-2024 is optional. 
 

8. The Enrollment Capacity Data Sheet must be signed by an authorized representative of the Member School District. 

Completed enrollment Capacity Data Sheets must be submitted to the Learning Community Office by August 1, 2023.  Sheets 

may be sent as an e-mail attachment to Bradley Ekwerekwu at bekwerekwu@learningcommunit yds.or g, or by mail to the Learning 

Community of Douglas and Sarpy Counties, Attn:  CEO, 1612 North 24th Street, Omaha, NE  68110 
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